The process for understanding the mind and     

    will of God Scripture

The importance of getting it right:

1. Because that is our task

I Timothy 4

2. Because only the word can correct and heal

2 Timothy 3:10-16

Hebrews 4:12-16

3. Because you are a “first fruits of what God wants for His people

Hebrews 13:7

I Timothy 6:11-14

4. Because we will be held accountable for how well we represented the mind 

and the heart of God

Hebrews 13:17

Blaise Pascal, The mind on fire

So too our faith is divine both in the Gospel, in the apostles, and tradition, but it can be made ridiculous by those who mishandle it. Pg. 179

The steps to discovering and detailing what it being said:

1. What kind of a passage are we dealing with

a. History

b. Poetry

c. Future things, etc

2. Who is being addressed

a. Or, to put it another way, what generation of revelation is being addressed, therefore, how far do the statements go in being applied to every generation

b. Is there a principle being stated that would transcend time

3. What is being said

a. Who is writing

b. Who are the immediate hearers

c. What is a possible outline of the content

d. What are the themes being addressed

The steps to interpreting what is being said:

1.  Is there a relationship to similar themes other places in Scripture

a. Where

b. Is it similar or exact

c. Does the related passage change or enhance our understanding of the present passage

2. Are there words, concepts, or doctrinal relationships that need clarification

a. Will a review of some of the words in Greek change or enhance our understanding

b. Will a review of a few commentaries highlight resolutions in a difficult passage

c. Will a review of study resources highlight resolutions or at least understanding of key, potentially polarizing doctrinal concepts

d. Take written note on cards or at the bottom of the sheets you are working on, of discoveries that need to be taken into mind as you move on to form interpretations and applications

3. With a “detailing” outline in hand, go on to add interpretative thoughts to each of the major themes discovered as sub-points to the outline

4. Once a more mature outline is complete, go on to compare the interpretative thoughts with what was discovered in a review of the key words, concepts and doctrinal relationships study

5. Make note of the adjustments of in the body of the outline that you have been working with, below each appropriate theme. 

The steps to drawing conclusions and making application to our lives:

1. Identify each of the major themes in the passage in the outline, and below each, begin to note applications of the theme to personal life, married life, family life, vocational life, and the life of the local body.

2. Note below each of the themes, what you personally learning from each of the themes, and some commitments that the Spirit is leading you to consider, and make. 

3. With these two actions in hand, go back again to the discovery and detailing section and check that your applications are in concert with the kind of material and generation of revelation you are dealing with. 

4. With all of this in hand, go back again to the interpreting section and check that your conclusions and applications are in concert with what you discovered about the same or similar themes other places in Scripture.  
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